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) Chlnese planlst Lang Lang performs at The Royal Albert Hall In central London during the

Chinese pianist I.ang Lang
plays in Festival of Orchestras

By Scott Warfield
SPECIAL TO THE SENTINEL

B or mmore than a year
now, the Festival of ~ning Infact, onemightguess

Orchiestras has beena
road show, struggling to find

‘local concert- venues - that-

were available: when toumng
orchestras could be in Cen-

: _tral Florida. After concerts

. in Longwood and Kissim-

mee, and at the Orange
County -Convention Center,
the Féstival returned to its
nominal home at the Bob
Carr Performing ‘Arts Cen-

tre on Saturday evening for

the final concert of its cur--
rent season.
The visiting ensemble was

“ the Schleswig-Holstein Festi-

! . val Orchestra, an exception--

s
Ll

! . ally young group that serves’

as'd’ tra:mng orchestra for

. musicians under the age: of
: 27. Despite their collective

youth, this was a solid profes-

.. sional’ group, ‘which played
" with enthusiasm . and  at
¢ times withsurprisingand al-

most excessive attention to
detail.

In fact, one might have for-
given these players almost
anything, since their regular
conductor;, Christoph Es-
chenbach,— "was unable to
conduct. Instead, Wilson
Hermanto, himself only a
decade older than most
members of the orchestra, -

" covered for Eschenbach.

Hermanto and this orchestra
had worked together in the
past, so there were no prob-
-lems throughout the eve-

that this last minute change

* encouraged the young musi-

cians to'play with height-
ened intensity and care,
,The opening Prokofiev
“Classical Symphony;” for in-
stance, was filled with notice-
able dynamic. swells, twists
and furns that mlght have
been overlooked, or at least
toned down, by more sea-
soned professionals. For the
most part, these manner-
isms were nct a problem, al-
though things got a bit
heavy-handed  toward. the
end of the first movement.
On the other hand, pianissi-

mos were also impressive;as:

the finial two notes of the

~~third movement, which were
alinost inaudible. -

The orthestra then took a
back seat; figuratively speak-

" ing, as it accompanied Chi-

nese pianist Lang Lang in
Meozart’s Piano Concerto No.
17. Although Lang has some-
thing of a rock-star personal-

. ity he played Mozart’s solo

part with anunderstated and
exqu-isitely refined sense of

touch, holding back ever so

‘slightly at the tops of his
"phrases. Hermanto and the

young orchestra provided a
perfect frame for Lang. .

For those who wanted to
see something flashier, Lang
obliged with Chopin’s Polo-
naise in Afiat; Op. 53, as an
encore. I-Ie played w1th a
“take. no° prisoners”: ap-
proach that nught not have
been to everyone’s taste, but
which nevertheless brought
the crowd to its feet. -

The program. concluded
with a more than capable
reading of Brahms' Sym-
phony No. 2. There were nu-
merous fine solos through-
out the work, which stiggests
that many of ‘these young

" musiciahs may soon find

themselves empleyed by
ﬁxst-class professmnal en-

- As. fof the Festwal of Or- .

- chestras, this-concert may

have'been the énd of its wan-
dering ways. Next year’s con-: *
certswillall beheld at North-
land Church in Longwood, a
much more welcoming ven-
ue than the cut-dated Carr,
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